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(.ball without any fnrthar order, be, and the same hereby are de" fortune SO render mvself extremely asafiil t 

dared frem thenceforth, to be wholly and absolutely revoked; and ,_._ , J , ...... • *"*'« 

further, thattbei'ull benefit of thU order fthall be extended to any 
ship 'or vessel captured subsequent tu such authentic act of repeM 



tii B 



commodore, who was but little acquainted wj,? 
military operations. It was to me he was indent a 

at the French decrees although antecedent to such repeal, such (•„. ,),,. njiri nrlnntprl hi/ ktm «,!,»„ »u„ ■ , ?& 
.hip or ve«el shall have commenced, and shall be in the proseci- T P 13 " copied by him When the squadron' 

tionofa voyage, which, under the said order, in council, oroneotjCame in sight of New Providence, and I also Under. 



them, would have subjected her to capture and condemnation; and 
the claimant of any ship or cargo which shall be captured at any 
tjme subsequent to such authentic act of repeal by the French 
government, shall, without any further order or declaration on the 
part qf his majesty's government on this subject, be at liberty to 
give in evidence in the high court of admiralty or any other court 
of' vice-admiralty, before which- such ship or vessel, or its cargo. 
shall be brought for adjudication, that such repeal by the French 
jgovernmeirt had been by such authentic apt promulgated prior to 
such capture; and upon Woof thereof; the voyage shall be deemed 
sjiid tup!) to have been as lawful, as if the said orders in council 
had never been made; saving nevertheless to the captors, such pro- 
tection and indemnity as they may be equitably entitled to, in the 
judgment or the said court, by reason of their ignorance or uncer- 
tainty as to the repeal df the French decrees, or of the repeal by 
his majesty's government, at the time of such capture. 

"His royal highness however derpis it proper to declare, that 
should Ab repeal of the French decrees, thus anticipated and pro- 
Tided for, afterwards; prov> to have been illusory un the part of the 
enemy, and should the restrictions thereof be still practically en- 
forced, or revived by the enemy, Great Britain will be obliged, 
however reluctantly, after reasonable notice to neutral powers, to 
Ji&ve recourse to such measures of retaliation as may then appear 



to lie just and necessary." 
V " rVeitmiruter, April 21, 



1812.' 



Paul Jones, 

Af the time is coming when such men as Paul Jones 
■ was, will come into fashion, the present is a pro- 
per season to make his character and Conduct 
better known to our readers. The following in- 
teresting narrative is translated from a French 
manuscript, written by himself. 

While we condemn the author for his egotisms, we 
Hjust make great allowances, on that account, 
for the splendid success that attended his enter- 
prizes, arid estimate his vanity by the reasons he 
had to be vain. Few even, perhaps, circumstanced 



took to moor the squadron in a proper birth to ex 
scute our enterprize. 

On our return from New Providence, we looktwn 
armed vessels one of which was loaded with bombs ' 
and fell in, near Rhode-Island, with an English man 
of war, called the Glasgow, carrying twenty.fo Ur 
guns; but notwithstanding our superiority, both, 
m point of force and sailing, the commander in ' 
chief suffered her to escape, after having many men 
killed and wounded, both on board the Alfred and 
the Cabot. - t 

The squadron now entered the port of New Lon^ 
don, in Connecticut; and Hopkins, on receiving 
intelligence that the English frigates had been driv,. 
en from Newport, took advantage of the darkness 
of the nights to repair to Rhode Island. 

A council of War having dismissed the captain of 
the Providence, one of tiie ships of (he squadron 
(lie commodore gave me orders in writing to take' 
die command of her, and to escort some troops that 
were proceeding from Rhode Jslanrt to New. York 
with a view of serving under general Washington* 
After this, I received instructions to. escort a con- 
voy of artillery from Rhode Island tp New-York, 
for the defence of which it was destined. On this 
occasion, 1 had two different engagements with 
the Cerberus frigate; the first for the'protection of. 
the vessels under my command, and the second for 
the preservation of a vessel from St. Domingo, laden N 
with naval stores, for the congress. In the course 
of my service between Boston and New-York, I 
lad also many actions with ships of war under the 
command of lord Howe; but on these as on form- 



at i'Paui Janet was. would have praised themselves 

less than he has done in this sketch; which pos- ep occasions, 1 was enabled to preserve mv convoy 



sesses the singular merit of being substantially 

correct in all its parts, so Far as we are informed 

of the matter. 

"At the commencement of the American war 
("during the year 1775) I was employed to fit out the 
little-squadron, which the congress had placed un- 
der commodore Hopkins, who y/as appointed to 
the command of all the armed vessels appertaining 
fo America; arid 1 hoisted with my own hands the 
American flag, ori board the Alfred, which was then 
displayed for the first time. 

' I at die same' time, acquainted Mr. Hewes, a mem- 
ber of congress, and my particular friend; with a 
project for seizing on the island of St. Helena, by 
means of our little squadron, which would have in 
fallibly rendered us masters of part of the home- 
war J-borind East India fleet; and as the congress, 
at that time, proposed to appropriate two-thirds of 
the prizek to itself, they would have thus been fur- 
pished with the means of carrying on the war dur- 
ing several' years : but an event of a more pressing 
nature prevented this scheme froip being carried in- 
fo execution. 

Trie cruelties and vexations at that time exercised 
by "punmore, in Virginia, determined the congress 
to detach the squadron against him; but Mr. Hop- 
kins displayed neither zeal no* talents upon this oc- 
casion, arid lost so much time that his squadron was 
frozen : in the Delaware. 

After a delay of two months, the squadron was 
at" length disengaged, and set sail for New Provi- 
dence, the principal of the Bahama islands. There 
tte found a large quantity of artillery, mortars, and 
other impleirients of warfare, of which we stood 
•greatly in want in America; and I had the good from ten o'clock in the morning until sunset; but 



and I at length arrived safe in the Delaware, August 
1,1776. - ■ & , 

On the 8th of the same month the president of 
the congress presented me in person, with the com. 
missioo of captain in the marine in the United 
Slates; this was the first granted by congress since , 
tl e declaration of independence, which took place 
on the 4th of July of that same year. 

Orders had been given for the construction of 
thirteen frigates: but, as none of them was yet rea- 
dy, 1 proceeded to sea alone, on board the Provi- 
dence, which was a vessel of but small force, as she 
carried no more than seventy men, and twelve small 
cannon. When in the neighborhood of Bermudas, , 
we fell in with the Solebay, and her convoy, from 
Charleston; she was a thirty two gun frigate, and 
formed part of the squadron under admiral Parker. 
I was of course desirous of avoiding an engagement 
ivithstich superior force: but, as my officers and 
men insisted that it was the Jamaica fleet, as it wa# 
ecessary to command by means of persuasion at 
this epoch of the war, the result was a serious en- • 
gagemeiit during six' hours, which, 'towards the 
ciose,'vvas carried on with pistol shot. A desperate 
manoeuvre was the sole it source left me; I attempt- 
ed this, it succerled, and 1 was fortunate enough to 
disengage myself, 

A short time after this, 1 took several prizes, and 
then sailed towards tlw coast of Nova Scotia, on ] 
purpose to destroy the whale and cod fisheries in 
that neighborhood'. When near Sable Island, we 
fell in with the Mil ford frigate, carrying thirty-two 
guns, with whicli it was impossible to avoid an en- 
gagement. A cannonade accordingly took place. 
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thfe engagement was neither so close nor so hot as 
that with the Solebay, and I at length escaped by 
passing through the fiats, and entered a little harbor 
next day, where I destroyed the fishery and vessels. 

After this, I set sail for lie Madame, where I made 
two descents, at the same time destroying the fishe- 
ries, and burning all the vessels I could not carry 
away with me. Having accomplished this, I return 
ed to Rhode Island, after an absence of six weeks 
and five days from the Delaware; during this inter 
val I had taken sixteen prizes, without including 
those destroyed. 

Tae commander in chief, who had remained all 
this time in harbor, now adopted a plan proposed 
by me, and which consisted. 

1 In the destruction of the enemy's fisheries at 
Jle Rot/ale; and. 

2, Of restoring to liberty more than 300 Ameri- 
can prisoners detained there in the coal mines. — 
Three vessels were destined for this service, the Al- 
fred, the Hampden, and the Providence, but the 
Hsmpden having received considerable damage in 
consequence of running on a rock, could not ac- 
company me. I, however, embarked on board the 
Alfred, and, taking the Providence by way of con- 
sort. I set sail, and on the 2d of November, 1776, 
made prize of a vessel from Liverpool, and soon af- 
ter the Mellish, a large armed vessel, having two 
British naval officers on board, and a captain be- 
longing to the land service, with a company of sol- 
diers. This ship was carrying ten thousand com- 
plete sets of uniform to C;tn;id;t, for the army post- 
ed there under the orders of generals Carleton and 
Burgoyne. 

The Providence having now left Hie Alfred dur- 
ing the night without the least pretext whatever, I 
remained alone, and that too during the stormy sea- 
son, on the enemy's coast; but notwithstanding this, 
and that I was also greatly embarrassed with my 
prisoners, I resolved not to renounce my project. I 
accordingly effected a descent, destroyed a trans- 
port of great value, and also burned the magazines 
and buildings destined for the whale and cod fishery. 

In addition to this, I took three transports *nd 
tk vessel laden with ling and furs, near lie Royale; 
these prizes were escorted by the Flora frigate, 
which happened to be at a small distance, but which 
was concealed from us by a fog. Hsviiig taken a 
privateer from Liverpool, mounting 16 guns, in the 
course of next day, I instantly returned with my 

f>rizes, towards the United States; but, when in the 
atihide of Boston, fell in with the Milford frigate, 
which I unwillingly engaged. Towards night, how- 
ever, I placed the Alfred between the enemy and my 
prizes, and having given the necessary instructions 
to the latter, to make for the nearest port, I changed 
my course, set up lights, and by this stratagem sav- 
ed the vessels I had captured, as the frigate conti- 
nued in chase of me. Next day I myself was fortu- 
nate enough to escape, after a very serious action, 
^hich was not terminated until dark, and even then 
in consequence of a hard gale of wind. 

Having returned to Boston, December 10, 1776, 
the intelligf nee of the uniforms taken on board the 
Melljsh, re-animated the courage of the army under 
general Washington, which at that period happen- 
e d to be almost destitute of clothing. Let me add 
a lso, that this unexpected succour contributed not 
a little to the success of the aflVir at Trenton against 
the Hessians, which took place immediately after 
oiy arrival. 

I now paid out of my own purse the wages due to 
the crews of the Alfred and the Providence, and 
,*tnt the rest of my money to the congress. That 



assembly transmitted me order>from Philadelphia^ 
on the 5th of February, to undertake a secret expe- 
dition of great importance, the design of which was, 
to lay the island of St. Christopher, and the north 
side of Jamaica, tinder contribution; after whiclt 
we tvere^ to attack Pensacola. This project was first 
conceived by me, and then communicated to jVj't. 
Morris, afterwards minister of finance : but such 
was the jealousy of Hopkins, the commander in 
chief, that it was never carried into execution. He 
was, however, soon after suspended, and then dis- 
missed from the service. 

The season being now too far advanced for the 
execution of the scheme in the West Indies, myselP 
and crew received orders to remove on board the 
tmphytrite, a French vessel, destined to sail from 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, to France, whence 
we were to pass into Holland, and take possession 
of the Indienne, a large frigate, constructing there 
for the congress; softie difficulties however ensued. 
and I was ordered to prepare the Banger, a vessel 
mounting eighteen guns. 

When general Burgoyne and his army were obli- 
ged to surrender at Saratoga, it was I who was the 
first obliged to carry this interesting intelligence to 
N" ntes, whither I arrived on the 2d of December, 
1777. In the course of my voyage, I took two 
prizes, forming a part of a convoy from the Medi- 
terranean, under the protection of the Invincible, a 
•seventy-four-gun ship, under the guns of which otTB 
of them was taken. 

(to be costiitited.) 



Literary Intelligence. 

Mr. Edward J. Coale, bookseller, of this city, 
has lately published a most ingenious and useful 
work entitled "Mnemokika, or chronological tab- 
lets; exhibiting, in a methodical manner, the most 
remarkable occurrences from the creation of the 
■world to the present period, &c." The immense la- 
bor and astonishing research bestowed upon the 
compilation of this volume, give it a claim to the 
attention of all who desire to receive information 
upon subjects of general interest, which few other 
books of the same size can boast. Nor is it calcu- 
lated solely to instruct the ignorant; the judicious 
arrangement of its various matter, and the neat com- 
pactness of its form, will render it a valuable, as 
well as a convenient vade mecum, for every class of 
readers. 

To have published a work of this description, 
entirely free from error, would have been to have 
done what has never yet been, and, we apprehend, 
never will be accomplished. It is not, therefore, 
extraordinary, nor do we mention it as an objec- 
tion to the general utility of the book, that occasi- 
onal inaccuracies are to be discovered in some of 
the vast variety pf subjects which it embraces. Pre- . 
judices and partialities are human frailties which 
can never be wholly overcome; hence it is not to 
be expected that all men should agree iu the rela- 
tion of an important event, or in the account of re- 
markable occurrences. The occasions, however, 
which occur in the work before us, to call forth 
these observations, are perhaps fewer than in most 
other compilations; and every man who has at 
heart the dissemination of useful knowledge, will be 
pleased at the opportunity which the publisher has 
here offered of accomplishing that desirable object, 
by placing his book so completely within the reach 
of the pecuniary capacity of the people at large. 

It is a. neat duodecimo vo'hime of 348 closely printed 
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it for the nominal privilege of a licensed trade with 
France that you would abandon your 'ucrative com- 
merce with Great Britain, Spain and Portugal, and 
their Asiatic, African and American dependencies 
—in a word, with every region of those vast conti- 
nents. That commerce which gives vent to your 
tobacco, grain, flour, cotton, in short, to all your 
native products, which are denied a market in 
Trance ? 

There are not wanting men so weak, as to sup- 
pose that their approbation of warlike measures is a 
proof of personal gallantry, and that opposition to 
them indicates a want of that spirit which becomes 
a friend to his country; as if it required more cou- 
rage and patriotism to join in the acclamation of the 
day, than steadily to oppose one's self to the mad 
infatuation to which every people and all govern. 
ments have, at some time or other, given way. Let 
the history of Phocion, of Agisand of theDe Witts 
answer this question. My friends, do you expect to 
find those who are now loudest in the clamor for 
war, foremost in the ranks of battle ? or is the ho- 
nor of this nation indissolubly connected with the 
political reputation of a few individuals who tell you 
they have gone too far to recede, and that you must 
pay, with your ruin, the price of their consistency ? 
My frienas, 1 have discharged my duty towards you 
— lamely and inadequate I know, but to the best of 
my poor ability. The destiny of the American peo- 
ple is in their own hands. The net is spread for 
their destruction- You are enveloped in the toils of 
French duplicity; and if, which may Heaven in its 
mercy forbid, you and your posterity are to become 
tiewers of wood and drawers of water, to the mo- 
dern Pharoah, it shall not be for the want of my best 
exertions to rescue you from the cruel and abject 
bondage. This sin, at least, shall not rest upon 
my soul. 

JOHN RANDOLPH, of Roanoke. 

May 30th, 1812. 

[A sketch of Mr. Randolph's speech appears to 
follow this article — we have not yet received it. If 
it comes to hand in season it shall appear in our 
next— for it doubtless deserves a place among the 
curiosities of the times. — Ed. Req.] 



Paul Jones. 

C Continued from page 231._^ 

In the month of January 1778, 1 repaired to Pa 
ris, to make the necessary arrangements with the 
American ministers, relative to the equipment of 
the Indienne; but, as the recent intelligence rela 
tive to the capture of Burgoyne had determined 
the court of France to recognize the independence 
of America by means of a treaty of alliance, and as 
the English ambassador at the Hague, in conse- 
quence of obtaining possession of the papers of an 
American agent, found that the Indienne was the 
property of congress, I acquiesced in the opinion 
of the American ministers; and it was determined 
to cede the property to his most christian majesty, 
this being the most likely method of preserving the 
property. 

I then returned on board the Ranger, and as I 
had received information from America, relative to 
tiie force and, stations of the English fleet in th it 
quarter, I immediately transmitted a letter to Mr. 
lleane, one of the American ministers at Paris, 
Communicating a plan of an expedition with a squad- 
ron of ten sail of the line, a few frigates, and a small 
»Ody of land forces, with a view of completely de- 
stroying the enemy's naval power acting against the 



United States. This scheme was not adopted un- 
til it was too late, and then it of course became im- 
practicable. 

In the mean time I took several American vessels 
under my convoy, from Nantes, to the bay of Qui- 
beron, where M. la Motte Piquet was lying at an- 
chor, with six sail of the line, a few frigates, and 
several merchantmen, which he was to take under 
his protection to the westward of cape Finisterre. 
M- de la Fayette was on board this fleet, which was 
provided with clothing, ammunition, and military 
stores for America. 

I reached the bay, February 13, 1778, and sent to 
demand of the admiral, )/ to -would return my salute,- 
and this compliment was immediately agreed to by 
that brave officer, although neither he nor I knew 
at that period, that a treaty of alliance had been 
signed between France and America seven days 
before. This was the first salute received by the 
American flag from any power, and occasioned much 
dispute in the English parliament. 

I now set sail from the bay of Quiberon to Brest, 
but did not enter the road, on the contrary, I an- 
chored at Cammeret, where ' I was detained by con- 
trary winds until the French ambassador at the 
court of St. James', had announced the treaty lately- 
concluded between his most christian majesty and 
the United States. 

On this, I immediately sailed into Brest water, 
and saluted the count D'Orvilliers, who returned 
the salute, and received me with all the honors due 
to an admiral, on board his flag ship La Bretange. 

In the month of February, 1776, the parliament 
of England had authorised George III. to treat alt 
the Americans taken at sea, with arms in their 
hands, as traitors, pirates, and felons: this more 
than any other circumstances, rendered me the de- 
clared enemy of Great Britain. From the very 
commencement of the v ar, an exchange of prison- 
ers had taken place between general Washington, 
and the commanders of the enemy's army; not- 
withstanding the haughty conduct of Great Britain, 
she was obliged to submit to this arrangement, and 
consider the American soldiers as prisoners of war. 
It was, however, an attrocious crime to act against 
her by sea; and England, on this occasion, perpe- 
tuated a-new all the cruelties on America which she 
had lavished on Scotland in 1745. A ferocious and 
vindictive people would have rejoiced to have seen 
the American sailors cut down from the gibbet 
while yet alive, their breast opened with a knife, 
and their yet palpitating hearis thrown into the 
flames ! If they did not dare to attempt this, they, 
however, shut tip a number of citizens of the 
United Slates in the English prisons during five 
whole years, where they suffered all the horrors 
proceeding from cold, hunger, and every sort of 
mal treatment. Some of these unfortunates were 
sold on the coast of Africa, while others, were trans- 
ported to the West-Indies. The firmness with 
which these martyrs of liberty supported their hard 
lot, is wholly unexampled; for they preferred every 
kind of prosecution to serving on board the English 
navy. 

Indignant at the barbarous treatment experienced 
by the Americans. I determined to make a grand 
effort in their behalf, with a view of stopping the 
barbarous proceedings of the English in Europe, 
as well as on the western continent, in the latter of 
which they set fire to their houses, destroyed tneir 
property, and burned and destroyed whole towns. 
I accordingly determined, by way of retaliation, to 
effect a descent upon some part of England, with a 
view of destroying the shipping. It was also my 
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intention to make some person of distinction pri- 
soner, whom I resolved to detain as a hostage for the 
security of, and in order to exchange with, the Ame- 
rican prisoners in England. 

Admiral D'Orvilliers, to whom I communicated 
this project, offered to procure for me a captain s 
commission in the French marine, that, in case I 
met with any disaster, I might claim the protection 
of his most christian majesty; but however advan- 
tageous this was, 1 determined to decline the accept- 
ance; because, in the first place, I Was not authori- 
zed by congress to change my flag; and, in the 
second, such a conduct might have rendered my 
attachment to America suspected. 

I accordingly sailed from Brest, and advanced 
towards Ireland, neglecting the capture of a number 
»f vessels within my reach, as I did not wish to di- 
minish the strength of my crew. Near to the en- 
trance into Canickfergus, I however, seized on a 
fishing-boat, manned with six persons, who proved 
to be pilots. The Drake, a twenty-gun ship, hap- 
pened to be then in the road, and even within sight, 
I imagined it possible to obtain possession of her 
"by surprise during the night. With this view, I 
immediately gave orders for making the necessary 
preparations; but the mate, who had drank too 
much brandy, did not let go the anchor according 
to orders, which prevented the Ranger from running 
ford of the Drake, according to my intentions. As 
i had reason to believe, that my appearance had not 
hitherto given any alarm, I deemed it prudent to 
cut my cable, and return into St. George's channel. 
I remained there, buftetted about by the winds, dur- 
ing three days, until the weather having become 
more favorable, I determined a second time to at- 
tempt a descent; this project, however, greatly alarm- 
ed my lieutenants; they were poor, they said, and 
their object was gain, not honor; they accordingly 
excited disobedience among the ship's company, by 
persuading them that they had a right to determine, 
whether the measures adopted by me were well 
concerted or not. 

I happened to be at this period within sight of 
"Whitehaven, in Cumberland, at the mouth of the 
Solway Frith. This is a considerable harbor, in 
which there then were about 400 sail, some of them 
vessels of 250 tons burthen; and I had determined 
to take advantage of the ebb tide, when the shipping 
was dry, to destroy them. To effect this, it was 
necessary to land about midnight, with a party of 
determined men, and seize on a fort and battery, 
which defended the port. My two lieutenants, being 
averse to the enlerprize, and yet being unwilling 
to discover their true motives, feigned illness. On 
this I determined to take the command in person, and 
with much difficulty prevailed on thirty volunteers 
Lo follow me. 

With this handful of men, and two small boats, 
I quitted the Ranger, at eleven o'clock at night 
and rowed towards the harbor; but it being far- 
ther off than we imagined, and the tide against us, 
day broke befofe we had effected a landing. 

I now sent the smallest of the boats towards the 
northern side of the harbor to set fire to the vessels, 
while I myself advanced with the other to the south, 
to take possession of the fort and battery, the first 
of which was taken by assault, I myself being the 
first to enter it through one of the embrasures. We 
'hen nailed up the thirty-six cannon mounted on 
she batteries, and advanced towards the south, with 
:t view of burning all the vessels, when, to my infi- 
nite astonishment, I beheld the other boat returning, 
•vithour having done any thing. 



On this, I deemed it best to unite my forces, with 
a view of effecting, at least, some part of our en. 
terpriae. In short we set fire to some of the ves- 
sels, and it soon burned with great fierceness, and 
began to communicate; but as it was now eight 
o'clock in the morning, and the inhabitants began 
to approach near us in crowds, I could no longer 
defer my retreat which was made in good order. 
On my return on board the Ranger, the wind being 
favorable, I set sail for the coast of Scotland. U 
was my intention to take theetu'l of Selkirk prison- 
er, and detain his lordship as a hostage, in con- 
formity to the project already mentioned It was 
with this view about noon of the same day I landed 
on that nobleman's estate, with two officers sad a, 
few men. In the course of my progress, I fell in ^^ 
some of the inhabitants, who, taking me "for att 
Englishman, observed, that lord Selkirk was {keg, 
in London, but that her ladyship andseveral ladies 
were at the castle. 

On this, I determined to return : but such mode- 
rate conduct was not conformable to the wishes of 
my people, who were disposed to pillage, burn, 
and destroy every thing, in imitation of the con- 
duct of the English towards the Americana. Al. 
though I was not disposed to copy such horrid pro- 
ceedings, more especially when a lady was in ques» 
tion, it was yet necessary to recur to such means 
as should satisfy their cupidity, and, at the same 
time, provide for lady Selkirk's safety. It imme- 
diately appeared to me, to ba the most proper mode 
to give orders to the two officers to repair to the 
castle with the men, who were to remain on the 
outside under arms, while they themselves entered 
alone. They were then instructed to enter, and 
demand the family plate, in a polite manner, accept* 
ing whatever was offered them, and then to return, 
without making any further inquiries, or attempt- 
ing to search for more. 

I was punctually obeyed; the plate was delivered; 
lady Selkirk herself observed to the officers, that 
she was exceedingly sensible of my moderation; she 
even intimated a wish to repair to the shore although 
a mile distance from her residence, in order to invite 
me to dinner; but the officers would not allow her 
ladyship to take so much trouble. 

Next day, April 4, 1778, I prepared to return to 
Carrickfergus, to attack the Drake in open day; 
but the lieutenants were averse to the project, and 
the crew of the Ranger became so mutinous, that 
I ran no small risk of being either killed or thrown 
into the sea; and but two days before, I was on the 
point of being abandoaed, and left ashore at White- 
haven. 

In the mean time, the captain of the Drake sloop 
of war, having been informed of our descent at 
Whitehaven, prepared to attack us; and, while 
every thing was getting ready, he despatched an 
officer on board of his boat, with a spy glass, in 
order to reconnoitre the Ranger. On this, I im- 
mediately masked my guns, kept my men out of 
sight, and disguised the vessel in such a manner as 
to resemble a merchantman; in consequence of this 
the crew of the boat were deceived and taken. This 
trifling success produced the effect of enchantment 
on my sailors, who were no longer averse from giving 
her battle. 

The Drake, having fired some cannon to recal 
her boat, hoisted her anchor, and came out attend- 
ed by a number of yatchts and pleasure-boats, with 
ladies and gentlemen on board : but when the en* 
gagement became serious, they thought proper to 
withdraw to a respectful distance. 
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Ko sooner did the enemy make his appearand, 
than / lay to, determined not to engage until she 
eame within pistol shot. The engagement was ac- 
cordingly sustained with great vivacity on both 
sides, daring an hour and five minutes, when, the 
Gaptain and lieutenant being both mortally wound- 
ed, the English flag was lowered, and I took pos- 
session of her. I regretted greatly the death of" 
these brave men, and committed them to the ocean 
with all the honors due to their valor. I at the 
same time, dismissed the six fishermen, whom I 
have before mentioned, whose loss I repaired, and 
whose services I recompensed out of my own purse. 

The Drake was greatly damaged in her masts and 
tackling, and lost forty men either killed or wounded 
during the action. I had also taken several other 
prizes; but, as my compliment of men had only 
amounted to 123, £ retained no more than two of 
them, which arrived in safety at Brest, where 1 
myself anchored with the Hanger and Drake, on 
the /th of May, after an absence of twenty eight 
days, during which I had taken upwards of 200 
prisoners. This expedition was of great disservice 
to Great Britain, as she was not only obliged to 
fortify her ports but also to permit the arming of 
the Irish volunteers, as lord Mountmorris demon- 
strated in a speech in parliament. 
" : - At the time I had been obliged to permit my peo- 
ple to take lady Selkirk's plate, I determined to 
redeem it out of my own funds the moment it should 
4>g sold, and restore it to the family. Accordingly 
on my arrival at Brest, I instantly dispatched a most 
pathetic letter to her ladyship, in which I detailed 
the motives of my expedition, and the cruel neces- 
sity 'I was under, inconsequence of the conduct of 
the English in America, to inflict the punishment of 
retaliation. This was sent open to the post-jnaster- 
general, that it might be shewn to the king of Eng- 
land and his ministers, and the court of St. James 
was at length obliged to renounce the sanguinary 
act of its parliament, and exchange those very Ame- 
ricans whom they called traitors, pirates and felons, 
against the prisoners of war, whom I had taken and 
carried to France. 

During the course of the war, I found it impossi- 
ble to restore the plate belonging to the Selkirk 
family; I however, purchased it at a great price, 
and at length found means to send it by land from 
l'Orient to Calais, by means of M. de Calonne, who 
transmitted me a very flattering letter on the occa- 
sion; in short I at length received a very flittering 
letter from the earl of Selkirk, acknowledging the 
receipt of it. 

(TO BE COSTIIfPEU.) 



Twelfth Congress. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, June 8. — Mr Cutts, from Massachusetts, 
appeared (for the first time this session) was qualifi- 
ed and took his seat, 

[After some minor business,] 

Mr, Gholson reported a bill concerning invalid 
pensioners. Twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Obadiah Hall, the petition of 
Benjamin Conner (respecting portable bridges) was 
taken from the select committee to which it had 
been referred, and transmitted to the secretary of 
war. 

Mr. D. R. Williams offered a resolution to a- 

TOeni the standing joint rules of proceeding, so as 

• that during the transactionof legislative proceedings 

" ; s members of one house should be admit, ltd in 



the other, although the subject of their delibera- 
tions should be of a secret nature, subject to the 
injunction of secrecy imposed by the two houses re- 
spectively. 

The resolution lies one day for consideration, as 
the rules require. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution for 
consideration .- 

Sesolxied, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the president of the United States to or- 
ganize additional companies of rangers; 
and that they have leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. J. said he would not detain the house with that 
detailed information which he had received as to the 
extent of the calamity which had fallen upon the 
people on the frontier settlements and which would 
be more disastrous, if not arrested by greater force. 
He would only refer gentlemen to the public prints 
for that general information which would justify 
his motion, and which would give sotee idea of the 
extent of danger to be apprehended by the number 
of the murders, and the wide range in which tkey 
were committed, branching from the Wabash in 
the west, to the north and to the south. He also 
stated that, such was the patriotism of the people in. 
the western country, that 2 or 300 volunteers, men of 
the first respectability and character from Kentucky, 
had embodied themselves and had marched to the 
Indiana territory to relieve the people in their great 
danger, and that these volunteers had gone at their 
own suggestion, without reward, or the wish or pros- 
pect of compensation. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The resolution requesting the assent of the state 
of Georgia to the erection of two states in the Mis- 
sissippi territory, was taken up and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of colonel Jonathan Wil- 
liams; the bill for the relief of Clement B. Penrose 
— the bill concerning claims to land in the Missis- 
sippi territory, founded on warrants of survey grant- 
ed by the Spanish government — and the bill for the 
relief of lieutenant colonel William D. Beall, were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Pearson rose to make a motion. He said it 
was an opinion prevalent with many persons in 
this house and out of it, and the laws passed at the 
present session of congress for putting the nation 
in a posture of defence, by no means rendered such 
an event impi"obable, that congress might, at no 
distant day, direct an application of the force thus 
raised, and the nation be involved in serious con- 
flict with a foreign power. A question, therefore, 
naturally arose, Mr. P. said, what progress had 
been made in carrying into effect the laws which 
had been passed. No questions were more com- 
monly asked, and there were nonfe which he was 
more unable to answer, than these: What is the 
state of our military preparations ? How many men 
are enlisted ? How many volunteers have offered 
their services ? And what is the state of our fortifi- 
cations? Therefore, for the purpose of obtaining 
this information, for himself and others, Mr. P. 
said he would offer the following resolution, barely 
observing that if there should be an objection to 
making the resultof this enquiry public, it might be 
communicated to the house confidentially: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 

to lay before the house a statement of the number 

of troops which have enlisted in the service of the 

United States, under the authority of Itws passed 

'during the present session of congress, designating 
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Roads In Spam. 

i The Following table represents the number of leagues between all the capital towns of the provinces 
or kingdoms, and the metropolis or court of Spain, Ivfadrid. If it is desired to know the distance be- 
tween Badajos and Madrid, the angle of the column under the former, and immediately opposite the 
latter, g-ive's 63 leagues, or 252 English miles; if from Badajos to Saragossa, we find 113 leagues, or 
452 English miles; and so with ail the others. 
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N. B. The distances in this table are taken on the carriage roads, and not the bridle roads, which are 
shorter, more mountainous, and generally impassable to any thing but asses, mules, sheep, or black 
..cattle. 



Paul Jones. 

C Continued from page 251.J 

I had no sooner arrived at Brest, than admiral the 
Count D'Orvilliers transmitted an account of my 
expedition to the minister of the marine, in conse- 

- quence of which it was intimated to Dr. Franklin, 
that his majesty was desirous that I should repair to 
Versailles, as he was resolved to employ me on a se 
jgret expedition, for which purpose he would give 
trie the Indienne, with some other frigates, with 
troops, &c. for the purpose of effecting a descent. 

. I was instantly informed of this by the ambassador, 
who observed to me, at the same time, that this 
must be considered as a profound secret, it being of 
so important a nature, that it had been deemed pro- 
per to withhold a communication of it even to his 
colleagues. 

< M- de Sartine received me with the most distin- 
guished politeness, making me, at the same time, 
the%nost flittering promises; and the prince de Nas- 
sau was sent into Holland to give instructions for 
the necessary arrangements for arming and equip- 
ping the frigate intended for me. But, in a short 
time after this, hostilities took place between France 
and England in consequence of the action with La 
■Belle Puute. This not a little embarrassed the mi 



nister of the marine, and the difficulty was not di- 
minished by the intelligence brought by the prince, 
who asserted that the Butch would not permit the 
Indienne to be equipped. 

As M. de Sartine had written the three? Ameri- 
can ministers, and obtained their consent for- my 
remaining in Europe, I offered to serve on board of 
the grand fleet; I also communicated several plans 
for crippling the power of England, such as that of 
destroying her trade and settlement* on the coast of 
Africa, and in Hudson's bay; of annihilating * heir 
fisheries in Newfoundland, intercepting their East 
and West India and, above all, the Baltic, fleet, 
which was escorted by a single frigate, as I learned 
by certain information from England. The minis- 
ter adopted the last of these plans and I accordingly 
repaired to Brest, to take the command of one of 
the frigates of that port, with two others, and a 
cutter, &c. then at St. Maloes; but I found on my 
arrival, that the admiral had appointed a French 
officer ta the vessel in question, and as there was 
not a single moment to be lost, the senior officer of 
the frigates at St. IVIaloes was dispatched against the 
Baltic fleet, which he missed, by not steering suffi- 
ciently near to the coast of England to intercept it. 

Being greatly disgusted with a series of delays, 
that ensued during nine months, I at length repair, 
ed to Versailles, with an intention ofreturaing t- 
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America, if I should not immediately obtain* a com- 
mand; fur I recollected the saying of Old Richard, 
"if you wisli that yotttf affairs should be prosper- 
ous, superintend them in person," &c» Tlus in- 
duced me to promise^ that if the minister should at 
length comply with mv request, I should call my 
own ship "Old Uiphard." 

Accordingly, on obtaining Le Dwus, until a bet- 
ter vessel could be procured, I called her' 



She was a very small and very old and infirm vessel, 
that had made four voyages to the East Indies, As 
proper guns could not be procured at L'Orient, 

where the » Jay, 1 repaired, first to 

Bordeaux, and then to Angouleme, where I made 
a contract for such as I wanted. On my return, 1 
found that the Marquis de la Fayette, who had re- 
turned from America, was desirous to join me in 
the expedition, it being intended that he should 
command a body of land forces, behaving obtained 
the king's cominaiid for that purpose. 

White the necessary arrangements were making 
it court, a naval commissary purchased at Nantes 
a merchantman, called La Pallas, of thirty-two 
cight-pounders, and a brig, named La Vengeance, 
of twelye three-pounders; but neither of them was 
calculated for war: to these was added Le Cerfj a 
very fine cutter belenging to the royal navy, carry- 
ing eighteen nine-pounders; with the Alliance, a 
new frigate, belonging to the United States : but, 
as the guns had not as yet arrived from Angouleme, 
The Good Man Richard was armed from an aid bat- 
tery of twelve-pounders; and^ as the expedition 
jvas intended against tlje enemy's parts, I mounted 
six old eighteen-pounders in the gun room, so that 
she might, in some measure, be called a forty gun 
ship. As it was found impossible to procure a suffi- 
cient number of American sailors, I determined to 
supply the deficiency by enrolling English- ones, 
who happened to be prisoners of war in, France; 
and in addition to ttiesse a certain 1 number of pea- 
sants was levied, so that We may be said to have had 
98 bad a crew as was erer shipped on board any ves- 
sel. I was given to understand, however, that the 
chosen body of troop*, under the command of the 
Marquis de la Fayette, would serve as a guarantee 
for their good conduct; but no sooner was the lit- 
tle squadron rpady, than I received a letter from 
the Marquis, intim.ittng that the object of the ex- 
pedition having been divulged at Parrs, the king 
had issued orders to prevent tneemBarcatibri of the 1 
troops, in Gdilseqtieuce of which He Sad joined his 

regiment. 

Thus the project, Which was no fesfe than thflt of 
putting Liverpool, the second town in England, un- 
4er contribution, failed, in consequence of having 
been indiscreetly communicated to****** • 

I ought also to remark, that according to the first 
arrangement, my little squadron was to have been 
joined by two fire-ships, and fi*e hundred men of 
^Walsh's Irish regiment, but the minister did not 
keep his word, for he neither procured for trie the 
fire-ships, nor the soldiers, so that it became im- 
possible for me to fulfil the plan I had conceded, 
although it was still more important tftan that of 
seizing qn lii^erpoo-}. 

I now received orders to eseorfr a fleet of trans- 
ports and merchantmen from I'Orient^ dfestined for 
different ports, between that and Bordeaux; and 
after that J was to chase away the English crnizers 
from the hay of Lascar, and then to return for ftir- 
fcher orders. 

After executing this commission, on my repre- 
senting how necessary it was to rm-tke a diversion 
jfo ftvQr^f lbs count i^Orviliers, then cruizing in 



ithe chttfnel, with sixty-six ships of the line, I fg, 
ceived a earte Umiche % during six weeks, without 
any other restriction than that of repairing to the 
Texel, by the 1st of October. By this time, I re- 
ceived intimation f om England, that eight E.istl»l 
diamen were soon expected on the coast of Ireland, 
near to Limerick. This was an object of great at- 
tention; and as there were two privateers at port 
I'Orient ready for sea, he Monsieur of forty guns, 
and Le Granville of fourteen, the captaifts< of which 
offered to place themselves under my orders-, 1 ac, 
cepted the proposition. But the French Commissa- 
ry who superintended the naval department, acted 
with great impropriety on 1his, as well as on many 
former occasions. 

The little squadron, at length, Set sail from the 
road of Groays, on thte fourteenth of August, 1^/9; ■*-■ 
but we had no sooner proceeded to the north of 
the mouth of the eh an He?, than- Le Monsieur and 
Xe Granville abandoned me during the night, and : 
Le Cerf soon after imitated their conduct, 1 was , 
extremely anxious to cruize for a fort.nigh* in the 
latitude of Limerick : but the captain- of the Alli- 
ance*, after objecting ta this, also left me dutinfc the 
nighti; and a* I had now with me only the Pallas 
and the Vengeainee, I was obliged tse> renounce my 
original intentions-. 

I Cook two' prices oil the csast of Ireland;! and 
within sight ef Scotland, eame up and seized, two .. 
privsrteers, of Cwenty-two guns each, which, with 
a brig.mtirie, I sent to Bergen in- Norway, aceardi 
ing to the orders I had received from Dr. Franklin: 
these prizes however, were restored to the Knglish jj 
by the king- of Denmark. 

When t entered the North-sea! 1 captured seve- 
ral vessels and learned: by my prisoners, as well as by 
the. newspapers, that the capital- of Scdthmrl and 
the port of Leith were left totally defenceless. I 
alio understood at the same time that my inform?- 
tjon relative to the eight Indiamen was correct) they 
baying entered Limerick three days after r had been; 
obliged to leave the neighborhood of that port, 

('fO BE COHTlNUlin.J 



Twelfth Congress. 



(OMITTED LAST WEBK.) 
IJ* SE*fATB. ! -itf«i<%, Junt t$. 

t Mr. Smith of NewYorfe, presented the following petition of inq^ 
dry in-bafbjtants", merchant^ and others, of die oily of fJew-York, 
praying that the embargo and non-importation laws might be <nav 
tinned all a substitute for war against Great Britain : 

MEMORIAL. 
To ike ftonoritWi the seriate and house ef repreientati'vet of tie 

Uniieit Statm of America in congress assembled, the ntenwlfyl 

af'tfie subscribers, merchants, and cichas, inka&tants of c/te nity ■,. 

y New-Tork, respectfulitj shmeth : 

That your memorialists feel, in common with the rest of cMr 
feltow-cttteeBs, an anxious solicitude fortlielionor.srid intertaWfJl 
their country, and an equal determination to assert and maintain 
them. 

That your memorialists believe tlfat a continuation Of flie restrfa- 
tive ipesrsiH-es-nbw in operation will prudutt all tire benefits «HBe 
it prevent* tlie calamities: of war. Tliat wsfc ert the Britisfl mmiswy 
become convinced that a trade with the United States cannot be 
renewed, but by the repeal of the orders in council', the distress of 
their merchants end njguufatturt rj, and their inability to s«pp<lft 
their armies in Spain and Portugal, will probably compel themw 
that measure. 

' Your mKraorialists begr lea-ve te remark, tftafsUCtt" eflfeeti ai*eve» 
now visible; and it may be reasonably hoped, that a e^tttiaiW ?* 
of the e qibargo and non-importation laws a fe * months beyond we 
fourth d#y of July next,will effect a complete and blbodftsi tWiilnph. 
of obt right*. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully solicit of yo<w hpiisr* 
able body, the passage pfa law continuing the embargo, and giving 
to the president of the UiiitedStfetes power to discoritiritii; the wlkflte 
of the restrictive system on tlie rescinding of tfee British order* 
in council. 

The conduct of France in burning our ships, in sequestrating 
our property entering her potts, expecting promotion' MS v eoflse- 
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and being negociabie, the plaintiff consolidated them 
in one suit— sad on this suit the prisoner is at pre- 
sent in custody, 

A question is now made, whether this demand of 
Shepherd's is to be considered as a debt contracted 
before or after the enlistment > 

Technically speaking-, the cause of action in this 
case accrued to Shepherd after the enlistment, and 
lithe debt is to be assimilated to the cause of action, 
then no doubt can remain that this demand was 
contracted after enlistment, certainly before the en- 
listment Shepherd -was not a creditor-~his right as 
endorser arose subsequently, and the very form of 
declaring by endorser against drawer alleges a 
promise qv assumption (the basis of the action) by the 
defendant to the plaintiff after the notes were as- 
signed or endorsed — hence, upon a strict applica- 
tion of legal principles, the relation of debtor and 
creditor did not exist between the parties until after 
enlistment. 

In this case I am inclined to adopt these princi- 
ples : by it, full effect is given to the act of congress, 
winch ought to receive a favorable construction, as 
being made for the support and defence of the coun- 
try: — this top will prevent a volunteer creditor from 
interposing his claims between the government and 
its military force, and will prevent fraudulent or 
colorable purchase of debts, bsing made with a view 
either to harass the soldier or tp diminish the nation- 
al strength. 

I am clearly of opinion, therefore, that the pri- 
soner, under the particular circumstances of this 
case, comes within, the qperation of the act of con- 
gress, and must be discharged from imprisonment. 
' ' J. V. V. YATES, 

Recorder of Albany 

April 30 (A, 181S. — The prisoner was accordingly 
discharged from prison and delivered^ over to his 
commanding officer. 



Paul Jones, 



C 'Continued from page 278. j 

As there was only a twenty gun ship and two cut- 
ters in Leith Road I deemed it practicable to lay 
those two places under contribution. I had indeed 
no other force to execute this project, than the 
Richard, the Pallas, and the Vengeance; but I well 
knew, that, in qrder to perform a brilliant action, 
it is not always necessary to possess great means. 1 
therefore held out the prospect qf great booty to 
the captains under my command; and, as to myself, 
I was satisfied with the idea of making a diversion 
in favor of the count D'Orvilliers, who was then in 
the channel. 

I now distributed red clothes to my men, and 
put some of them Q" board tl>e prizes, so as to gjye 
them the appearance of transports full of troops. 
AH tiie necessary arrangements were also taken to 
carry the enterprize into execution : but about a 
quarter of an hour before the descent was to have 
been made, a sudden tempest arqse ? and drove me 
out of the Forth, or Edinburgh Frith, and so violetst 
was the storm that one of my prizes was lost. 

Tiu? did not, however, deter me notwithstand- 
ing the smallness of my forces, from forming dif- 
ferent enterprizes of a similar nature : but I could 
not induce the captains of the Pallas and Vengeance 
•p s=scQ»d my views, | was therefore obliged to con- 



tent myself by spreading alarm on the -coast „j 
destroying the shipping, which I did as far as IT u 

On the morning of the 23d of September vrtff " 
I was cruising in the latitude of Flamboroagh Res.*? 
which I had appointed as a place of rendezvous f 
my little squadron, and where I hoped to b e reirT 
ed by the Alliance and Le Cerf, *nd also to ft\\t 
with the Baltic fleet; this convoy accordingly a fe 
peared, at a time when I had been abandoned iC 
several of my consorts, had lost two boats, with 
their crews, who had run away on the coast of trL 
land, and when a third, with eighteen men on board; 
Was in chase of a merchantman to the windward/ 
leaving me with a scanty crew, and only a anWjT'- 
lieutenant and some inferior officers, on board. ; ? 

It was about two o'clock in the afternoon that 
the Baltic fleet appeared in view; I then happened 
to have the wind of it, and was about two leagues 
distant from the coast of England. I learned from - 
my prisoners, that the convoy was escorted by tg# 
Serapis, a new vessel, that could mount fifty 
guns but then carried only forty four, on two decks 
the lower battery carrying eighteen-pounders, ta|5 
the Countess of Scarborough, a new twenty-twdg^i- 
ship. V- 

We were no sooner descried than the armed vesi 
sels stood out to sea, while the trade took rU> 
under the cannon of Scarborough Castle. 

As there was but little wind, I could not come u&" 
with the enemy before night. The moon did not' 
rise until eight, and at the close of day the Serapls 
and Countess of Scarborough tacked and stood, in 
for the fortress. I was lucky enough to discover, 
this manoeuvre by means of my night glass, without 
which I should have remained in ignorance of it. 0j£ 
this I immediately altered my course six points, with 
a view of cutting off the enemy; which was no"*- 
sooner perceived by the Pallas> than it was supposed 
my crew had mutinied, which induced her captain 
to haul his -wind, and stand out to sea while the Alii, 
ance lay to, to windward, at a considerable distance; 
and as the captain of this vessel had never paid anjK 
attentiqn whatever to the signal of the Richard 
since her leaving France, I was obliged to run alt 
risks and enter into action with the Richard only, to 
prevent the enemy's escape. 

I accordingly began the engagement at 7 o'clock 
at night, within pistol shot of the Serapis, and sus, , 
tained the brunt of it for nearly a whole hour at that. 
distance, exposed, n;>r only to her fire, but also to 
that of the Countess of Scarborough, which raked 
the Richard, by means of the broadsides she fired, 
into her stern- 
It ought to be here remarked, that the Richard, 
properly speaking, was only a thirty-four-gun frr-' 
gate, carrying only twelve pounders; but six eigfet' 
teen-pounders had been placed in the gun room, in' 
case of being obliged to recur to a cannonade in: an 
enemy's harhor. The sea being very cam during 1 
the engagement, I hoped to be able to derive great 
advantage frqm this circumstance; but instead of 
this they burst at the commencement of the action,- 
and the officers and men posted at this service, and 
who were selected as the best of the whole crew, 
where either killed, wounded, or affrighted to such 
a degree, that none of them were of any service dur- 
ing the rest of the engagement. 

In this unfortunate extremity, having to contend 
with three times my own strength, the Richard be- 
ing in imminent danger of going to the bottom, and 
her guns being no longer in a condition to return; 
the enemy's fire, I had recourse to a dangerous esi 
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wgdient, to grapple with the Serapis, in order, on 
the one hand, to render her superiority useless, and, 
on the other, to cover ourselves from the fire of her 
consort. This manccuvre succeeded most admirably, 
atid I fastened the Serapis, with my own hands, to 
the Richard. On this, the captain of the Countess 
of Scarborough, who was a natural son of the duke 
Of Northumberland, conducted himself like a man 
of sense, and from that moment ceased to fire upon 
as^ well knowing that he must at the same time da- 
mage the Serapis. 

That vessel being to windward at the moment we 
hid grappled, instantly dropped her anchor, hoping 
by this to disengage herself from US; but this did 
net answer her expectations; and the engagement, 
from that moment, consisted of the discharge of 
great guns, swivels, musquefry, and grenades. — 
Ipl English, at first, testified a desire to board the 
Richard, but they no sooner saw the danger than 
they desisted. The enemy, however, possessed the 
advantage of their two batteries, besides the guns 
on their forecastle and quarter-deck, while our can- 
non was either burst or abandoned, except four 
pieces on the forecastle, which were also relinquish- 
ed during some minutes. Mr. Mease, the officer 
who commanded these guns, had baen dangerously 
Wounded on the head, and having at that period, 
no greater object to occupy my attention, I myself 
took his post. A few sailors came to my assistance 
of their own accord, and served the two guns next 
to the enemy with surprising courage and address. 
Asjiort time after this, I received sufficient assist- 
ance to be able to remove one of the forecastle guns 
from the opposite side; but we had not strength 
sufjcient to remove the other, so that we could on- 
ly bring three guns to bear upon the enemy during 
tbi|remainder of the action. 

t"he moon, which, as I have already observed, 
rase at eight, beheld the two vessels surrounded by 
%me, in consequence of the explosion of the can- 
non. It so happened at this period, that the main- 
mast of the Serapis, which was painted yellow, ap- 
peared extremely distinct, so as to form an excel- 
lent mark, on this, I pointed one of my guns at 
it, taking care to ram home the shot. In the mean 
time, the two other pieces were admirably served 

against the —and swept its forecastle, by means 

<*i" ah oblique fire. The tops also seconded us brave- 
ly, by means of musquetry and swivels, and also 
threw a multitude of grenades so as greatly to an- 
«oy the enemy. By these means they were driven 
*rorn their quarters, notwithstanding their supe. 
riority in point o£ men and artillery. 

The captain of the Serapis, after consulting with 
bis officers, resolved to strike; but an unlucky ac- 
cident, Which occurred on board the Richard, pre- 
vented this : a bullet having destroyed one of our 
P l '^*P s . the carpenter was seized with a panic, and 
«»d the gunner, and another petty officer, that we 
were sinking. Some one observed at the same 
}»<oe, that both I and the lieutenant were killed; 
«} Consequence of which the gunner, considering 

iisself as commanding officer, ran instantly to the 
^*Pter deck, in order to haul down the American 
™wfs, which he would have actually hauled down, 
th » 0t t ' le ^ a *> staff' been carried away at the time 

Lf* lCnal, d grappled with the Serapis. 
w - 1 ca ptain, on hearing the gunner express Ills 
.J - s *° surrender, in consequence of his sup- 
kj'l in j» tn at we were sinking, instantly addressed 
qti t t0 me ' anc * exc laimed, "Do you ask for 
SSjb -'--Do you ask for quarter .'" I was so oc- 
ofV. ,attn ' s P ei ' lo ^» m serving the three pieces 

cannon on the forecastle, that I remained totally 



ignorant of what had occurred on deck; I replied* 
however, "I do not dream of surrendering, but I 
am determined to make you strike!" 

The English commander, however, conceived 
some faint hopes, in consequence of what had been 
said, that the Richard was actually sinking; but 
when he perceived that her fire did not diminish, he 
immediately ordered his men from the forecastle, 
where they were too much exposed, and stationed 
them below, where they kept up such a tremendous 
discharge against the Richard, that it at once indi- 
cated vengeance and despair. 

It has already been observed, that when I com- 
menced the action, the Pallas was at a great dis- 
tance to windward, while the Alliance lay to in the 
same position. When the captain of the former 
perceived that the engagement took place, he spoke 
to his consort; hut they lost a great deal of time, 
and it was not until now, that they came within 
gun shot of the Countess of Scarborough, and a 
kind of running fight took place between the latter 
and the Pallas. The Alliance followed them, and, 
on passing us, fired a broadside, which, as we were 
closely engaged with the enemy, did no more harm 
to them than to us. 

The battle still continued with uncommon ardor 

between us and the enemy, whose or 

burned, and her main-mast cut away, by degrees, 
by our bullete; while the heavier metal of the Serap. s 
drove in one of the sides of my ship, and met with 
little or no resistance. In short, our helm was 
rendered useless, and the poop was only supported 
by an old and shattered piece of timber, which alofi£ 
prevented it from giving way. 

At length, after a short engagement, the Coun- 
tess of Scarborough surrendered to the Pallas; it 
was then that the captain of the latter asked the 
commander of the Alliance, "whether he would 
take charge of the prize, or sail and give succor to 
the commodore ?" On this, the Alliance began to 
stand backwards and forwards under her topsails, 
until, having got to the windward, she came down, 
and discharged a second broadside against the fore- 
part of the Serapis, and the hind-part of the Rich- 
ard. On this I and several other persons begged 
for God's sake, that they would cease firing, and 
send a few men on board of us : but he disobeyed, 
and fired another broadside as he passed along; 
after which he kept at a most respectful distance, 
and took great care not to expose himself during the 
remainder of the action, without receiving a single 
shot, or having a man wounded during the whole 
engagement. 

The idea that we were sinking had taken such 
possession of the armourer's mind, that he actually 
opened the scuttles, and made all the prisoners, to 
the number of a hundred, sally forth, in opposi- 
tion to my reiterated orders. This event might 
have proved fatal had I not taken advantage of 
their affright to station them at the pumps, where 
they displayed surprising zeal, appearing actually^- 
to forget their captivity; for there was nothing to 
prevent their going on board the Serapis; or it was 
in their power to put an end to the engagement in 
an instant, by either killing me, or throwing me into 
the sea. 

As our three quarter-deck guns continued to 
play, without interruption, on the enemy, raked 
her hinder parts, and damaged her mast in such a 
manner, that it was only supported from falling by 
the yards of our ship, while the tops poured in a 
continual discharge, the fire of the English began 
to deaden in such a manner as to bereave them of 
all hope of success. 
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A circumstance, however, occurred that contri- 
buted not a little to the victory of the Richard .- this 
Was the extraordinary intrepidity and presence of 
mind of a Scotch sailor, posted in the main-top; this 
brave fellow, of his own accord, seized a lighted 
match, and a basket of hand-grenades with which 
he advanced along 1 the main-yard, until he had ar- 
rived exactly above the enemy's deck. As the flames 
of their parapets and shrouds, added to the light of 
the moon, enabled him to distinguish objects, the 
moment he perceived two or three persons assem- 
bled together, he instantly discharged a hand gre- 
nade among them; he had even address enough to 
drop several through their scuttles, and one of them 
set fire to the cartridge of an eighteen pounder be- 
longing to the lower deck, the discharge of which 
scorched several of the crew. 

On this, the captain of the Serapis came upon 
the quarter-deck, lowered his flag and asked for 
quarter, at the very moment his main-mast had 
fallen into the sea. He then came on board with 
his officers, and presented me with his sword. 
While this was transacting, eight or ten men be- 
longing to the Richard seized on the Serapis's shal- 
lop, which had been at anchor during the engage- 
ment, and made off. 

(to be continued.} 

French Decree. 

At the palace of St. Cloud, on the 4th of May, 
1812, Napoleon, emperor ef the French, king of 
Italy, &c. Stc. 

We, having caused an account to be given us of 
the state of provisions throughout our empire, 
have satisfied ourselves that the remaining grain 
forms a mass not only sufficient, but more than 
necessary to our wants— nevertheless, that general 
proportion between the consumption and resources 
can only be established throughout every depart- 
ment of the empire by means of circulation; and 
this circulation becomes less rapid, when precau- 
tion induces the consumer to make anticipated and 
superabundant purchases — whilst the cultivator 
comes more slowly to the markets — whilst the 
merchant defers selling, and the capitalist employs 
all his funds in purchases, which he warehouses 
and keeps, in order to enhance the price. These 
calculations of personal interests — legitimate when 
they do not put to hazard the subsistence of the 
people, and give corn a value superior to its real 
worth, according to the state of the crop through- 
out all the empire — must be forbidden when they 
give grain a price fictitious, and out of all propor- 
tion to the price to which the article should rise, 
according to its real worth, joined to the charges 
of conveyance, aad the legitimate profits. 

Wherefore, desirous to provide by measures pro- 
per to give to circulation all its activity, and to the 
departments which suffer want, security, upon the 
report of our minister of manufactures and com- 
merce, and with the advice of our council of state, 
we have decreed, and do decree as follows .- 

SECTION I. 

Of the circulation of grain and four. 

Art 1. — The free circulation of grain and flour 
will be protected in all the departments or our em- 
pire—we command all the civil and mditary autho- 
rities to assist it, and all the officers of police and 
justice to repress all opposition — to denounce, pro- 
secute or cause to be prosecuted, those guilty of it, 
before our councils and tribunals. 

2. Every individual, merchant, commissioner, 
a? other, who shall make purchase of graia or 



flour at market, to provision the departments ua • J 
may require it shall be faming tn <1n it n „M:.r { 
after having m; 
or sub-prefect. 



may require it shall be bound to do it publicly .' 
after having made a declaration of it to the hflt 



section ir. . I 

Of the supplying the markets. -■ 

3. It is forbidden to all our subjects, of wl la w 



class or condition they may be, to make any Dtj 
chase or provision of grain or flour to keep or war^ 
house, or make an object of speculation. " 



4. Consequently all those individuals having' g r v n i 
or flour in store, will be bound, 1st. To declare ! : 
the prefects or sub-prefects, the quantities possessed' ' 
by them, and the places in which they are deposited 
2d. To bring to the halls and markets which skatt , ' 
be pointed out to them by the said prefects orundef 
prefects, the quantities necessary to keep them s 
ficiently supplied. 

5- Every farmer, cultivator, or proprietor, pas. H 
sessing grain, shall be obliged to make similar de. ; 
clarations, and likewise to equally submit, to insure- 5 
the provisioning the markets when it shall be re- : 
quired of them. ■ < 

6. Farmers who have stipulated to pay their*,! 
rents in kind, shall make a declaration to that effect 
and prove it by producing their leases — in this case; -.'I 
upon the quantity they shall be obliged to bring to 
the markets for their supply a proportionate quota ' 
shall be on account of the lessors, and the form%p 
will pay them in money, according to the market 
price. 

7- Proprietors who receive the rents of farms iff 
kind, can compel their farmers, inhabiting the sal!'; 
committee, to take such grain to market on receive 
ing a fair remuneration, if they are not bound to do 5 
it by their leases. ' 

SECTION III. 

8. All grain and flour shall be carried to t be 
markets established for that purpose, and it is for- 
bidden, either to buy or sell them, except in the, 
said markets, 

9- The inhabitants and bakers shall alone, for fM 
first hour be allowed to purchase grain for their 
own consumption. The commissioners and mer- 
chants who come to the market after having con- 
formed to the 2d article of the present decree, can* 
not make purchases until after the first hour. 

10. Our ministers are charged with the execution 
of the present decree, which will only be in force 
to the first of September next. 

It shall be inserted in the bulletin of laws. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 



Military Notices. 

The first prisoner of war, is capt. Wilkinson of 
the British marines, taken at Norfolk, with the 
declaration of war in his pocket, from whence he 
was endeavoring to make his escape. 

The revenue cutter at Norfolk has captured a va- 
luable British ship from Jamaica. 

The O". S. brig Oneida, on lake Ontario, had seiz- 
ed a British merchantman, suspected of an inten- 
tion to violate the non-importation law, and sent he? 
into port for examination, where we hope she may 
be detained until the declaration of war arrives 
there. 

It is a memorable circumstance, that the act ot. 
congress declaring war against Great Britain was 
passed on the anniversary of the battle of Bunkers 
Hill, which was fought on the 17th of June, 177 5 - 

The regular troops in Canada are said to amoun 
to 10,000— the chief of whom are stationed $ • 
Quebec. - 
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Mafance of danger, by simultaneous movement, you 
tniy unite at some preconcerted place of rendez- 
,. It would be productive of much advantage 
if the pla n were so comprehensive as to embrace 
■veral regiments, which should mutually agree to 
perate without the formality of a legal notice, 
ave to require of the Commandants of regiments, 
hose residence on the bay and navigable rivers 
jS enable them to do so, to give to this depart- 
ment by express, the earliest information of the ap- 
proach of danger, that thereby the whole resources 
ef the state, if there be need, may be brought to 
ypur relief with the least possible delay. 
With sentiments of respect, 
I am your fellow -citizen, 
ff u * JAMES BARBOUR. 

; i.-Ji:B. You will distribute the enclosed amongst 
j$s majors and captains of your regiment. J. B, 



Paul Jones. 



I f Continued from page^S J 

■ It was more than eleven o'clock when the battle 
'ended, it n! *d consequently lusted more than four 
hours. My ship had no more than 322 men, good, 
bad and indifferent, on board, at the commence- 
, ment of the engagement; and the sixty of these, 
: -ted in the gun-room when the gun burst, having 
been of no further service during the action, could 
mot be p.-operly considered as forming part of the 
crew opposed to the Serapis, which had received a 
ipply of English sailors while in Denmark; and it 
ipeared, indeed, by the muster roll, that there were 
swards of 400 on boird of her, when the first gun 
Whs fired. Her superiority was still more consider- 
i Sble in respect to guns, without mentioning her 
iter weight in meul, which surpassed ours be - 
fjpml all comparison. Thus, setting aside the da- 
'.. »»ge done by the Countess of Scarborough, during 
the forepart of the action, and also by the three broad- 
skies from the Alliance, it will be easy to form a due 
gment of the combat between the Richird and 
'W5 Serapis, and set a proper value on a victory ob- 
•Jained over a force so greatly superior, after such a 
fifing, bloody and close engagement. 
* The Vengeance, a corvette, mounting twelve 
;* , ree pounders, and the boat belonging to the pilot, 
With my second lieutenant, another officer, and ten 
Men, would have been of singular service, either 
m pursuring and capturing the convoy, or by rein- 
forcing me : hut, strange as it may appear, the fact 
*Sj that they remained ail this time mere spectators 
M the action, in which they took no interest, keep 
Mlg themselves to windward, and out o? all danger; 
*hile, on the other hand, the conduct of the Alii 
I Sace had, at least, the appearance of proceeding from 
^principle worse than ignorance or insubordina- 
tion. 

',■'': r* must appear clear, from what has been already 

tit tfl * t li *' le e,lem y' s ports were not annoyed, 

*»e Baltic fleet taken, and the eight Indiamen seized, 

v »e hkme did not lie with rrre. 

«f ' s k ,lt justice, however, to observe, that some 
m «y officers conducted themselves admirably dur- 
3Mj the action, The lieutenant, Mr. Dale, being 

**t alona at the guns below, and finding he could not 



_*%rusmcn, came upon the deck, and superintend 
Lhe working of the pumps, notwithstanding he 
i been wounded. Notwithstanding all hisefforts, 



l * l,le working of the pumps, notwithstanding he 
>een wounded. Notwithstanding all hisefforts, 
«* hold w , s more than half full of water when the 
;<*en»y surrendered. 

^Quring the last three hours of the action both the 
Aitti were on fire; by throwing water on the , 
m *s t it- was sometime* supposed that they wereUhe French flag 



quenched, but they always broke forth anew, and s 
on the close of the action, we imagined it wholly 
extinguished. It was very -"aim during the remain- 
der of the night; but, when the wind began to blow 4 
our danger became imminent, the fire having pene- 
trated the timbers, and spread until it had reached 
within a few inches of the powder-magazine. On 
this the ammunition was brought on the deck, to 
be thrown in the sea, in case of extremity; but we, 
at length, succeeded in our endeavors, by cutting 
away a few planks, and employing our buckets. 

Next morning the weather was hazy and not a 
sail to be seen. We then examined the Richard to 
see if it were possible to carry her into any port.— 
This proving wholly impracticable, »il the boats 
were employed in carrying the wounded on board 
the other vessels, This occupied much of our time 
and on the succeeding day, notwithstanding all our 
pumps had been at work, the hold was entirely full 
of water, and the vessel soon after sunk. On this 
occasion I could only save the signal flags, and I 
lost all my property, amounting to more limn 5,000 
livresi 

On this I instantly assumed the command of the 
Serapis, on which we erected jwy masts,- but the 
sea was so tempestuous that it was ten days before 
we reached the Texel. 

No sooner was my arrival known than forty-two 
vessels, forming different squadrons of frigates, 
were fitted out from the various ports in Great Bri- 
tain against me, and-two of these were stationed dur- 
ing three months at the mouths of the Texel and 
the Fly. My situation in Holland influenced not a 
little the conduct of the belligerent powers, at the 
s-tme time that it excited the attention of all Europe. 
The English minister at the Hague addressed differ- 
ent memorials to the states general, in all which he 
insisted that the Serapis and the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough "should be delivered up to the king, his mas- 
ter;" and he, at the same time, claimed me under 
the appellation of "the Scotch pirate." 

Instead of listening to these propositions, the 
"states general permitted me to land my wounded on 
the island of the Texel, which was delivered up to 
me for that purpose; on this the British govern- 
ment became furious, and Holland was reJuced to 
so critical a situatioiij that the states were under the 
necessity of insisting that I should either leave the 
Texnl, or produce a commission from his most chris- 
tian m.tjesty, and hoist the French flag. 

The prince of Orange, who was attached to the 
English interest, sent the vice-admiral Rhynst, who 
was also English in his heart, to assume the com- 
mand of the Dutch squadron in the Texel, compos- 
ed of thirteen two -deckers. This officer drew up 
his squadron, during six weeks, in such a manner 
as to menace us; and, in short, did every thing in 
his power to render my Situation both dangerous** 
and disagreeable. 

In the mean time I had an interview with the duke 
de la Vanguyofti at Amsterdam, who intimated to 
me, that it was the intention of the king of France 
tiiat I should hoist his flag during my stay in the 
Texel, as he imagined, that ray prizes would as- 
suredly fall into theenemy's hands if I tried to escape 
— I, howoer, refused this honor, as I had declar- 
ed myself an American officer, and had given a co- 
py of my commission from congress to the Dutch 
admiral. It was contrived, itowever, at length, 
that I should go on board the frigste Alliance, the 
captain of which had been sent to Paris, to give an 
an account of his conduct, and wher-e 1 should still 
carry my former colors, whilethe prizes should hoist. 
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At length the wind becoming favorable, on the 
27th of February, 1779, the Alliance set sail, after 
having lost all her anchor, one only excepted, in 
consequence of admiral Rhynst's instructions to 
the pilot} and. it was at least an hundred to one, 
that we should fall in with the enemy. I, however, 
had the good fortune to escape, although the Alli- 
ance pissed the straits of Dover, within sight of the 
English squadron in the Downs. After getting 
cleir of the channel, I soon reached the latitude of 
Crfpe Finistere, and entered the port of Corunna, 
January 16, 1780. 

On my return to France, I found that the French 
commissary had made a private sale of my prizes to 
the king Without consulting me. On this I repaired 
to \ er ; . -long with Dr. Franklin, but was receiv- 

ed vv it hg^pjtt coolness by the minister of the marine. 
On this account I declined asking him to present 
flle to his majesty. This honor was conferred on 
Hie next day hy the prince de Beauveau, captain of 
the guards. The public received me at the opera, 
and all the public places where I appeared, with the 
most lively enthusiasm; this added to the very favor 
able reception I received from his majesty, afforded 
me singular satisfaction : and the minister of the ma- 
rine from that moment paid me the most marked at- 
tention, ("We be concluded in our next. J. 

Military Notices. 

Brig, general Peter Gansewort, of the United 
States army, the "hero of fort Schuyler," has died 
at Albany, after a Very distressing illness, aged 62 
years, 11 months and 16 days. 

John Armstrong, esq. of Pennsylvania (late mi- 
nister to France) and Thomas FUurney, esq. of 
Georgia, hive been appointed brigadier-generals in 
the armies of the United States. 

Col. Thomas Cashing, of the army of the United 
States, is appointed adjutant-general in the army 
of the United States. 

Col. Alexander Smyth, of the army of the United 
States, is appointed inspector-general of the army of 
the United States. 

Samuel Carstoell, Beq. of Philadelphia, is appoint- 
ed commissary-general of the United States. 

A meeting of a considerable number of citizens, 
above the age of 45 yeaus, was held at Philadelphia 
on the 1st instant, Charles Biddle, esq, chairman, 
and George A. Baker, esq. secretary, at which it 
was patriotically resloved to form a military asso- 
ciation, of persons exempted from the performance 
of militia duty, to aid the civil authority, and defend 
the said city with its liberties, from hostile attack, 
during the absence of the younger citizens. 

At Wilmington (Del.) immediately on the re- 
ceipt of the declaration of war, the old officers of 
She late continental army residing in that borough 
and its vicinity, assembled, with others, and asso- 
eiated for the particular defence of the place, "from 
invasion when the young and active may be called 
into distant service." The subscription paper for 
this purpose is headed- by colonel M^hane, major 
laquetz, captain Roche and captain Kirkpatrick, 
of the old continental line, and Drs. Tilton, JVlun- 
roe and Smith of the old staff— a venerable and ho- 
norable commencement, 

A letter from Kentucky to the editor says — "our 
state required no draft-men- — our quota is made up of 
men that know how to use their arms. The recruit- 
ing for regulars goes on equally well. We ire rea- 
lly ahd willing to check and bring to submission 
the savage foe, and prepared to aid our Atlantic 
brethren, if their need may require it." 



The British vessel, mentioned in our last to hard 
besn detained by the United States brig Oneida, wsm 
unfortunately released about 12 hours before the 
news of war reached Sackett's harbor, where shfe 
was sent for "adjudication." Lieutenant Woolsey 
however, on receiving the interesting intelligence* 
left the port for the express pui-pos^ of trying hj s ' ■ 
strength and the courage of his sailors wish the/; 
Royal George, a ship of 22 guns; but consider- 
ing the superior weight of metal of the Oneida not 
to be considered as a much more powerful vessel. 
Lieutenant Woolsey has also the command of two 
gun-boats on the lake. Thr British, besides the Royi 
al George, have the earl of Moira of 12 guns and t\?o 
armed schooners— they are also building a schooner 
and six gun boats at Little York. We have 12 me>»" 
chantmen on the lake, well calculated to carry gnn#, ; 
preparation for which appears to have been made hi 
anticipation of war. 

The people of South Carolina, mindful of the suf. 
ferings of that state in the revolwtionsry war, with a* 
spirit and promptitude worthy the cause, are p&' 
paring to defend themselves and avenge the wrongs 
of their country. ||| 

The declaration of war reached maj. gen. Pinck- 
ney at Savannah, by express, on the 25th ult. at that 
time engaged in inspecting the fortifications for the - 
defence of the place. The news was immediately v 
sent to St. Mary's. V trf 

Extract of a letter from Savannah dated 20th Jwf& 
"An express left this place last Thursday for §t. 
Mary's with the news of the Declaration of JVartg' 
the gun boats there took immediate possession o»P 
seven English armed ships and five Spanish ships, 
No doubt they will be removed up St. Mary's river, 
for safely." t ■',., 

An express that carried the news of war from AI-; 
bany to the British in Canada, was apprehended and*- 
lodged in jail near Geneva. He implicated several 
persons in Albany, who were seized, but released as 
they appeared to be concerned only in mercantile 
tsansactjons; yet by this harmless procedure the Bri^ 
tishhad the news one day earlier than our garrison. 

The 116th regiment of Virginia militia, command- 
ed by colonel Koontz, furnished its quota of the 
100,000 men, with hardy volunteers. A fine troop 
of horse, in the same neighborhood, hsve offered 
their services to the president of the United States . 
as part of the 50,000. But one sentiment prevails: 
among the gallant citizens of that part of the sta'e 
sometimes caile ' new Virginia, which is inhabited 
by as fine a race of men as ever lived. 

On the 29th ult. upwards of 400 cavalry, artillery 
and infantry, passed through Philadelphia, north- 
ward, and on the 1st instant 300 recruits of thfc,;, 
13th regiment left New- York, with the same desti«- r 
nation. 

Part of the militia of New-Hampshire have been 
marched to the sea-board. 

There is reason to believe that New-Hampshirc 
will furnish her quota of the 100,000 militia entirely 
of volunteers. 

Congress have passed a law to bu'"d a new Boston , 
New- York »nd General Greene, to replace the fri>" 
gates condemned as un-seaworthy; and also a new 
Philadelphia, to replxce the one burnt at Tripoli. 
All the other vessels will be in service in a very short 
time. ■ ;.' 

Commodore Badgers. — Prom a great variety of 
reports we collect the following as probaMe facts. 
Immediately on receiving the news of the flecKra* 
! >n of war com. Rndgers proceeded on a cruize, 
having under his command the frigates President, 
United States and Congrens, with the ship of W»* ■ 
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The executive power was weakened by a distribu- 
tion of it into a number of hands, in an assembly 
too numerous to possess unity of design or promp- 
titude of action; and yet, at the same time, too limi- 
ted and narrow in its constitution to be considered 
as the representative body of the Spanish nation. 
The central junta were neither just representatives 
either of the crown, or the aristocracy, or the peo- 
ple; they neither possessed the properties of an ex- 
ecutive council, nor of a deliberative assembly, — 
It was principally in this body, and among the offi 
cers under its employment, that an animosity was 
perceived against the British government. Very dif- 
ferent from this was the general wish of the people. 
At some moments of danger and alarm, the junta 
seemed to be impressed with a conviction that it 
was their duty to choose a regency, to assemble the 
cortes, redress grievances and remedy abuses. The 
question of a regency was discussed in the junta 
again and again, but the discussions on this sub- 
ject ended dways in an adjournment: the meeting of 
the cortes was put off to a distant period; the cry- 
ing abases in the administration of justice, the col- 
lection of the revenue in all the principal branches 
of the government, were continued. — In short, the 
supreme junta thought of nothing so much as how 
to preserve their own power to the last extremity. 
The marquis of Wellesley, in a conversation with 
Don Ga ray, held at the desire of this statesman, 
recommended the appointment of a regency, the 
speedy convocation of the cortes, and that the act 
of the junta for appointing a regency and convok- 
ing the cortes, should provide for the correction of 
abuses, and the suppression of arbitrary exactions 
in both Spain and tiie Indies : and also that the same 
act should declare the general principles on which 
concessions were to be made by the colonies for 
securing to them a share in the representation of 
the Spanish empire; and, above all, that the first 
pare of the regency should be to reform the whole 
military system of Spain. 
■ Upon the whole, he was of opinion that, in all 
events, even the very worst to be apprehended was, 
that the disposition and character of the Spanish 
nation would prolong the difficulties that the French 
had met with from their first attempt to subdue that 
country. The grand obstacle to the deliverance 
•of Spain was, beyond all doubt, the state of its own 
government; but still, even If the faulty state of 
government, so favorable to the success of the 
French arms, should be continued, a long interval 
of time must elapse before a French government 
could be established in Spain, during which inter- 
val, events would happen and circumstances occur, 
whichmightbe improved for the advancement of the 
British interests, both in Spain and her colonies.* 

Note. In the brief account of the second siege 
of Gerona, contained in this chapter, (p. 206 ante J 
we omitted to state that the city was governed by 
camp-marshal D. Mariano Alvarez, an officer emi- 
nently worthy of the critical situation in which he 
was placed We should also have mentioned the 
conduct of marshal A ugereau with some commen- 
dation, Gerona was not made the scene of such 
brutal acts of outrage and cruelty as were displayed 
atZaragoza. Nor was tUere any of that individual 
animosity which characterized the street-fighting in 
that city. When the citizens were almost worn 
down by fatigue and famine, the out-centries fre- 



quently made a truce with each other, anddrev i 
enough to converse: the French soldiers Wr 
then give his half-starved enemy a draught f! 
his leathern bottle— and when they had drank i 
talked together, they returned to their posts, scoffed 
at eacli other, proceeded from mockery to insult 3 
and often closed the scene with a skirmish, fhe 
only disgraceful circumstance which occurred dar. 
ing the whole siege was the desertion often officers 
in a body, two of whom were men of noble butiv 
they had been plotting to make the governor capital 
late, and finding their intentions frustrated, went 
over to the enemy in open day. Except in this in. 
stance, the number of desertions was very small i 
though daring the greater part of the seven months 
siege, the rain bad collected into stagnant pools, and 
the pestilential vapours which arose were rendered . 
more noxious by the dead bodies which lay rotting 
amid the ruins. During all this time scarcely a 
woman had become pregnant: the very dogs, be- 
fore hunger had consumed them, ceased to ml] 
after kind, they did not even fawn upon their -i 
ters,- the almost incessant thunder of artill 
seemed to make them sensible of the state of tjgjf 
city, and the unnatural atmosphere affected there 31 
well as human kind. It even affected vegetation.! 
In the gardens within the walls the fruits withered, 
and scarcely any vegetable could be raised. See \\\t f 
affecting account of the siege published by .Samu, " 
niego. ' • ■■■ :j| 



*Despatch from the marquis of Wellesley to Mr. 
Secretary Canning, Seville, 15th September, 1809. 
Included in the correspondence relative to Spain 
and Portugal, laid before parliament. 



Paul Jones. 

C 'Concluded from page 318 J 
The count de Maurepas about the time intimate!! 
to me, that his majesty had resolved to confer si 
distinguished mark of his bounty and personal es- ' 
teem on me; this proved to be a sword, mounts! 
with gold, on which was engraven the follow 
flattering motto : 1 

VIN'DICATI MARIS 

LUDOVICUS XVI. REMTJNERATQR 

STRENUO VINDICI. 

The hilt was of gold, and the blade, &c. were 
emblazoned with his majesty's arms, the attributes ;: 
of war, and an emblematical representation of the \ 
alliance between France and America. The roos| 
christian king, at the same time, transmitted a mof| 
admirable letter to congress, in which he offered to^ 
decorate me with ihe order of military merit. All 
this was extremely flattering, as Louis XVI. bad,,! 
never presented a sword to any other officer, anC 
never conferred the cross, except on such officers 
as were invested with his majesty's commission. 

The minister of the marine,, a short time. after 
this, lent me the Ariel, a king's ship, carry n; 
twenty guns, with which I sailed, October Kill, 
1780, for America, The wind was at first favorable, 
but I was soon after in danger of foundering on the 
Penmarks — and escaped only by cutting away my ' 
main and mizen masts. As soon as the storm abated, 
we erected jury masts, and returned to refit; in short J 
it was the 18th of December before I could proceed 
for Philadelphia. 

During the voyage, 1 fell in with an English 
twenty gun ship, called the Triumph, and partly by 
stratagem, and partly by hard fighting, forced her 
to strike her flag; but, while we were about to take 
possession of her, the captain, taking advantage of, 
her superior sailing, made off and escaped. - 

On tpy arrival in America, the congress^ on the , 
representation of the Chevalier de la Luzerne, pass- 
ed a law to enable me accept the military order ©f 
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Jinnee. The French minister, on this occasion, 
«ve an entertainment, to which all the members of 
congress, and the principal inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia, were invited; after which I was invested, in 
their presence, with the decorations of the order. 

As the three ministers plenipotentiary from Ame- 
rica had unfortun-tely disagreed, it necessarily fol- 
lows that there would be some contradiction in re- 
ijiect to tbeir reports concerning me. In conse 
qaence of this, the congress enjoined the admiral- 
lj to enquire into the nature of my connection with 
|he court of France, and the reasons which had in- 
duced me to remain in Europe, and delay the 
! j»nvoy of the military stores appertaining to the 
1 Ijnited States. In consequence of the examination 
i that ensued, and the report that was delivered in, 
the congress passed an act, dated April 14, 1781, in 
: ishich I was thanked, in the most flattering- manner, 
i 'for the zeal, the prudence, and the intrepidity, 
; With which I had sustained the honor of the Ame- 
fican flag'; for my Bold and successful enterprizes, 
jWith a view to redeem from captivity the citizens 
T>f Americn, who had fallen into the power of the 
;lish, and for the eminent services by which I 
j had a ided lustre to my own character and the arms 
|0f America." A committee of congress was also 
opinion "that I. deserved a gold medal in remem- 
irknce of my services." 

On the 21st of June, 1781, I was appointed, by 
l»n unanimous vote of congress, to the command 
1 of the America, a seventy four-gun ship, then build- 
ing; and on the birth of the Dauphin, I, at my 
ewn expense, celebrated that happy event by royal 
tjdtes during the day, and a brilliant illumination 
|n the evening, accompanied by fire works. 

An unfortunate accident, soon after this, depriv- 
ed me of the command of that fine vessel : for the 
ignifique of 74 guns, belonging to the M.rquis 
de Vaudreuil's fleet, happening to be lost at Boston, 
the congress seized on this occasion to testify its 
gratitude to his most christian majesty, by present- 

g him with the America to re-place her. 

- In the mean time, it was resolved to place a 

inch frigate, called VJndienne, with two or three 

ted vessels, under my orders, in order to seize 

'; on Bermudas : but, as this was never put into exe- 

.' cution, I applied to congress for leave to serve on 

|hoard th e fleet of the Count d'Estaing, then destin- 

' cd for an expedition against Jamaica. 

The Marquis de Vaudreuil received me with 
at distinction on board his own ship, the Trium- 
nt , where I occupied the same cabin as the baron 
de Viomenil, who commanded the land forces. — 
1,,'Wheii we were within sight of Porto Rico, intelli- 
iigence was received that admirals Pigot and Hood 
ik were preparing to intercept us; and as Don Solanoj 
l/with the Spanish fleet, did not meet us at Porto 
SJCahello, according to his promise, many of the 
r officers becoming disgusted with the enterprise, 
■ Jell sick, and I myself was in a dangerous state; 
. t>ut we were relieved from our disagreeable situation, 
hy intelligence from Europe that a general peace 
v;bad taken place. This circumstance afforded me 
■great pleasure, as 1 now learned, that Great Bri- 
I tain, after a long and bloody contest, had been 
I forced to recognize the sovereignty and indepen- 
dence of the United States of America. 
j| On this, we repaired to St. Domingo, where I 
deceived every possible mark of esteem from Mr. 
ue Bellecombe, the governor; after a short stay, I 
I embarked for Philadelphia, penetrated with grati- 
I tude for the various marks of esteem I had received 
7 frojn all the French officers during the five months 
I Ji&d been pp. board his majesty's squadron. 



I was unable to re-establish my health, during the 
rest of the summer, which I spent in Pennsylvania; 
and 1 did not get well until the autumn, when I 
recovered by means of the cold bath. 

I then demanded permission to return to Europe, 
on purpose to recover the prize money due to my- 
self, officers and sailors, which was granted me by 
an act of congress, dated at Prince Town, Novem- 
ber 1, 1783. 

On this I embarked at Philadelphia, on board a 
packet boat destined for Havre de-Grace; but being 
forced into Plymouth by contrary winds, I took 
post horses for London, and then set out for Paris, 
and was received with great cordiality by the 
ministry. 

Having at length received from the court of 
Prance the amount of the prizes, I returned to Ame- 
rica on board a French packet-boat. 



We are at War. 

It cannot be too frequently urged that war has 
been declared, and actually exists, between the 
United States and Great Britain. "This event 
(says De Witt Clinton, esq. mayor of New York, 
in an admirable address to the grand jury) imposes 
new obligations on our citizens, the observance of 
which it becomes the duty of our courts and magis- 
trates to enforce. Tho former freedom of commu- 
nion and intercourse with a nation in amity with us 
is now abridged; and acts heretofore not -only 
lawful but commendable, may now expose the agent 
to the charge of treason, misprison of treason or a 
high misdemeanor .- "Treason against the United 
States," says the constitution, "shall consist only 
in levying war against them, or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort." Treason 
against this state is committed in levying war 
against the people of this state, within this state, or 
by being adherent to the enemies of the people of 
this state, giving to them aid a«d comfort in this 
state or elsewhere. Misprison of treason is the con- 
cealment or keeping secret any treason." 

As it is morally impossible for every man, in a 
moment, to cease his old habits without the agency 
of some cause that immediately touches him, .it 
is not to be wondered that many still express 
great partiality and regard for the enemy', and com- 
mit treason in their hearts; so long have they been 
accustomed to look up to Great Britain as the source 
of their profits, like a modern Tyre. The war 
will have a powerful effect in weaning the peo- 
ple of the United States from what some yet re- 
gard the mother country; though by ther oppres- 
sions which brought about the revolution, and the 
long train of abuses and depredations since, all 
claira to that tender appellation wa's abolished. It 
will teach our citizens a most important truth, 
which in the hurry and bustle of commerce ton 
many did not recollect, that they have a country; and 
cause them to look to themselves, instead of extend. 
ing their views across the Atlantic, for sources 
of happiness. So intimately have the interests of a 
considerable portion of the trading class of society 
on the sea board been connected with those of the 
British merchant, that a measure adopted for the 
supply of our wants without a foreign agency, was 
repressed as extremely injurious, though it might 
give employ and profit to many of their immediate 
neighbors ! And, as all are inclined to believe what 
they wish, it is very passible that some honest men 
(not having viewed the matter as they ought) verity 
believed it was best that the United States should 
receive even their "hob-nails" from 'England, be. 



